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IK THE PROCESS 0 HU INC THIS CERTIFICATION, AMONG OTHER 
THUGS, THE IRE SIDE IT IS TO COISIDEF EFFORTS BY THE - 
;D«*IH£VT OF ARGENTINA TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 01 - 
CITIZENS IDENTIFIED AS 'DISAPPEARED’ AM TO RELEASE OR 
■RING TO JUSTICE THOSE PRISONERS HELD AT THE DISPOSITION 
OF THE NAT (OH At EXECUTIVE POWER (PEN). 
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SUBJECT: - RFPORT ON CERTIFICATION DECISION 


REF: STATE 344363 


IK THE ATTACHED DETERMINATION AND THIS REPORT, THE 
PRESIDENT RAXES THIS CERTI ICATION, TNUS-REROVING-THE 
PROHIBITIONS CONTAUE IN SECTION 725. * 

KURAH RIGHTS — ARGENTINA NAS BADE DRAMATIC PROGRESS IN 
IMPROVING ITS HUMAN RIGHTS ENVIRONMENT IN RECENT MONTHS 
AMO IK OVERCOMING THE PROBLEMS OF THE EAST DECADE. IK 
THE 1S7SS, ARGENTINA HAS BESET 3T RAMPANT TERRORISM FROM 
BOTH EXTREMES OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. 

ON MAXCH 24, IJ76, AN ELECTED CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT IN 
ARGENTINA WASOVERTHROWN BT THE ARGENTINE ARMEO FORCES. 



2. THE DOCUMENTS FOR THE PRESIDENT’ 5 PE TERM I NAT I ON ON 
CERT I 'ICATION, WHICH ARE STILL PENDING FINAL APPROVAL, 
CONSIST OF THE CERTIFICATION ITSELF AND THE ACCOMPANYING 
DETAILED REPORT CALLED OR BY THE LAV. ONLY THE 
PRESIDENTIAL OE TERM I NAT I ON ITSfl" IS REQUIRED TO 8E 
PU8LISKE5 IK THE FEDERAL REGISTER IF THERE ARE NO - 
NATIONAL SECURITY REASONS WHY LT SHOULD NOT IE 
PUBLISHED. THE ACCOMPANY IHG REPORT MILL IE PROVIDED TO 
CONGRESS ON At! USCIASSIFUD BASIS. WHILE WE DO KOI 
INTEND TO DISTRIBUTE IT NOR PUBLISH IT IN THE EDER L 
REGISTER, IT WILL Br AVAILABLE TO THE PUBl IC-MERE. BOTH 
ARE PROVIDED IN ADVANCE FOR POSTS' BACKGROUND ONLY AND 
ARE NOT TO IE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC. PARA 3 CONTAINS 
THE TEXT OF THE REPORT. PARA 4 IS THE TEXT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION. BEGIN TEXT: 

3. MEMORANDUM OF JUST IF I CAT 1 0« 

INTRODUCTION ~ SECTION 725 ffl) OF THE INTERNATIONA) 
SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION ACT OF ISBi (PUBLIC 
LAV S 7- 1 1 31 PERMITS PROVISION OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO 
ARGENTINA UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.' THIS PROVISION 
REPLACES THE PROHIBITIONS CONTAINED IN FORMER SECTION 
62BB OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT, ON PROVISION TO 
ARGENTINA OF ASSISTANCE UNDER CHAPTER 2 MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM! , C APTER 4 (ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUNDI , 
CHAPTER 5 (INTERNATIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING! 
OR C APTER 6 (PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS! OF PART II Of THE 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT, AS HELL AS THE EXTENSION OF 
CREDITS, SALES OR EXPORT LICENSES TO ARGENTINA UNDER THE 
ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT. - 


THIS ACTION WAS JUSTIFIED BY THE MILITARY AS NECESSARY 
BECAUSE THE EXISTING GOVERKKEKT APPEARED TO THE MILITARY 
TO BE INCAPABLE OF OEAUNG WITH THE PROBLEMS OF TERRORISM 


IN THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MILITANT TAKEOVER, 
THE GOVERNMENT GREATLY EXPANDED EFFORTS TO CRUSH 
-XTREH1ST GROUPS. WHILE THIS CAMPAIGN WAS LARGELY 
SUCCESSFUL IK SEDUCING LET 1ST TERRORIST ACTIVITIES, 

7AJ0R VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AMD INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES 
TOOK PLACE. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS WAS SEVERELY - - 

RESTRICTED. POLITICAL PARTY AKD TRADE UHIOB ACTIVITIES 
WERE SUSPENDED AND FREEDOM OF ASSEftEtY DENIED. MANY 
PEOPLE WERE ARRESTED AHD HELD BY THE SECURITY FORCES 
WITHOUT DUE PROCESS; THOUSANDS SIMPLY DISAPPEARED AND ARE 
PRESUME!) TO BE OEM). TORTURE WAS WIDELY PRACTICE!). 

FOLLOWING A GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT IN EARLY JI7B THAT 
THE SO-CALLEO 'DIRTY WAR' AGAINST TERRORISM HAD BEEN WON, 
THE NUMBER OF HUMAN NIGHTS VIOLATIONS BEGAN TO DECLINE 
SHARPLY, BUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION REMAINED 
SERIOUS. 

IN JULY OF 15*2. IK THE WAKE OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC 
CONFLICT, A NEW MILITARY GOVERNMENT WAS INSTALLED, HEADED 
BY PRESIDENT REYNALDO BIGNONE. THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCED IT WAS A GOVERNMENT OF TRANSITION WHOSE MAIN 
TASH WAS TO OVERSEE THE RETURN TO OEMOCRAT/CAllY ELECTED 
GOVERNMENT IN ARGENTINA. UNDER PRESIDENT BIGNONE, THE- 
RE V GOVERNMENT: 


- LIFTED THE 3AN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY; 

- PROMULGATED A NEW POLITICAL PARTIES LAW; 


THE ACTIVITIES OTHERWISE PROHIBITED 
CARRIED OUT ONLY IF THE PRESIDENT HA 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI 
OF THE COMMITTEE OH FOREIGN RELATION 
DETAILED REPORT CERTIFYING THAT: 

ll> THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA NAS 
PROGRESS IN COMPLYING WITH IHTERNAT I 
PRINCIPLES OY HUMAN RIGHTS, AID 


PROJECT (S200000044) 
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SECTION 725 MAY BE 
SUBMITTED TO THE - 
S AHO THE CHAIRMAN 
)F THE SENTE A 


- ANNOUNCE 0 THAT NATIONAL ELECTIONS WOUl 
ml, WITH INAUGURATION OF A DEMOCRAT I Cl 
CONGRESS AND PRESIDENT TO TAKE PLACE SAP 

• GRADUALLY REMOVED RESTRICTIONS OH THE 


- RELAXED CONSTRA I! 


- LIFTED THE STATE Of SEIGE AND RELEASED 
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